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Message from the President, Rhoda Sachs Zahler 
 
As I listen to the sad news each day about businesses that are closing, 
unemployment rates that are rising, struggles our Jewish institutions are 
facing, I think of our past.  I think about my grandparents who came from 
the Ukraine to escape the czar, with nothing.  I think of my parents, who 
survived the depression as children and World War II as young adults  I 
think of our past community leaders who created the Jewish institutions 
we have in our community today.  What can we learn from them as we 
face today�’s challenges and hardships?  I often search the pages of past 
volumes of Jews in New Haven for guidance. 
 
In recent months, we have begun to participate in a national project 
initiated by the Jewish Women�’s Archive (www.jwa.org), documenting 
the experiences of American Jewish Women whose lives were changed by World War II.  Marian 
Ottaviano and I went to West Hartford to help the JHS there conduct a �“Road Show�”.  More than thirty 
women brought pictures, letters, scrap books they had saved, and told their stories.  We helped to record 
these stories.  Here in New Haven, we have interviewed four women as part of this project:  Mitzi Bargar, 
who was in high school when the war started; Lucille Alderman, who lost her beloved brother Sidney 
during the war; and cousins Rita Melman, who helped her mother run the family�’s hotel while her father 
and brother were in the army, and Laura Small Levine, who followed her husband to various military 
bases around the country and worked as a lathe operator in a munitions factory outside Boston�—our own 
Rosie the Riveter.  They all said that when times were tough, they had to develop resources they never 
knew that they had.  They learned to live with ration coupons, blackouts and without the family 
breadwinners who were far from home.  Their views of women�’s roles in society often shifted as a result 
of the roles they had to assume.  DVDs of these interviews are available in the JHS archives, and for 
purchase.  Thanks to everyone who shared their pictures letters and other memorabilia from this period.  
We are still involved in this project, so please keep your materials and interview suggestions coming. 
 
Our board has been working hard on our special projects for the year. Dr. David Fischer is working with 
our former student intern, Robert Francis, to prepare the index for Volume IX of Jews in New Haven, and 
our Publication Celebration Committee is planning a festive luncheon for Sunday, May 31, at noon at the 
JCC, where the first copies will be sold at a discount.  Aaron Goode and Judy Janette have created a 
Makom course that will begin in March, and focus on our local Jewish history.  Merle Spiegel, Renee 
Glassner and Barry Vine are preparing plans for a multi-media �“Essay Contest�” for high school students 
in the fall.  Archivist Marvin Bargar is working with volunteer Jordan Lazareck to put our �“Finders 
Guide�” on our Web site, so that researchers will know what they can find in our collection. 
 
Thanks to all our members for your continued support of our work.  Be sure not to miss our program at 
this year�’s Taste of Honey at the JCC on Saturday, January 31:Memories of Camp Laurelwood!  I hope to 
see you or hear from you soon! 
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Save the Dates 
Jan: 31: Jewish Historical Society at Taste of Honey. Watch for details 
May 31:Launch of Volume IX, Jews in New Haven at gala brunch celebrating publication at JCC, 12 noon 
June 28: Annual meeting and brunch of Jewish Historical Society, 10 a.m. to noon at JCC

Answer to last issue�’s photo:  Samuel Kravitt, internationally known photographer.  For more 
information about him, come to the Celebration Luncheon for the publication of Jews in New 
Haven, Volume IX, and read the article written by Marcia Kravitt. 
 
New Mystery Photo: 
Remember this woman in uniform? Answer in the next Happenings issue. Can�’t wait? Call 392-6125 with your answer. 
 
 



 
Remembering the Early Days of Camp Laurelwood    
Saturday, January 31 at 8 pm at the JCC  Advanced registration suggested (see Shalom New Haven 
or www.jewishnewhaven.org for registration form) 
 
Dr. William Ortman will moderate a conversation about Camp Laurelwood memories from the 1930�’s to 
the 1970�’s. The JHS is presenting the program as part of the Department of Jewish Education�’s Taste of 
Honey Program. 
 
Panel participants will include Stu Katz, who has 40 years of memories, as a former camper and staff 
person, and Ellen Iead,  who was a camper there and remembers when her father, Norman Feitelson, was 
director. Past campers and staff, are urged to attend so they can share their memories and help identify 
pictures from the JHS archives assembled by Archivist Marvin Bargar.  We will record the session for our 
video archives.   
 
Dr. Ortman wrote a chapter for Volume IX of Jews in New Haven on the history of Camp Laurelwood.  
This updates the history in the JHS archives written in 1987 for the camp�’s 50th Anniversary by Bertha W. 
Konowitz, who passed away last year. , Please register in advance so we will be assigned a room large 
enough to accommodate everyone! 

CONTRIBUTIONS 

Harvey and Eleanor Ladin Archives: 
Carole and Paul Bass, Ron and Barbara Ladin, Betty Goodwin, Barry Herman, Leonard Myers, National 
Council of Jewish Women 
 
David and Enrica Yaffe   IMO Pearl Yaffe 
Marvin and Mitzi Bargar  IMO Lillian Swift, Estelle Rumanoff, Ronnie Swift,  

Marion Suppe, Norman Rosenbaum Louis Sachs 
Arthur Spiegel Memorial Fund: Barry Herman, Paul Goodwin 
General Fund: Don Franzman, Paul Goodwin, Gary and Reeva Lynes,  

Harvey and Ruth Koizim 
Isadore Wexler Fund  Celia Lerner, Harry Chase, Barry Herman  
Rabbi Arthur Chiel Fund: Barry Herman   
Endowment Fund: Susan Matos 
Recent Benefactors for Publication of Volume IX, Jews in New Haven:  
Lucille Alderman, Harold and Barbara Miller 
Thank you to Nathan Janette: Donation of a computer for the office.Welcome New Member: Bea Gimbel 
 

ARCHIVIST’S REPORT Marvin Bargar 
The year 2008 was a banner year for acquisitions received for a total of ninety-seven!  A close second 
was the year 2004 with ninety-two acquisitions.  This is quite a remarkable record in the Society�’s 
existence of thirty-two years.  The major acquisition of the year would have to be the Cymbella Organ, 
donated by Dr. Robert Marra in memory of his grandfather, Andrew Marra.  Invented and built in New 
Haven by Bernard Shoninger, this 120 year-old organ is permanently on display. 
 
Since there are no previous records from prior years, I would guess that another achievement for 2008 is 
the number of requests for research totaling one hundred and eight.  Requests came from fourteen States, 
two each from Canada, Germany, Israel and one from Austria.  Students from Yale and Southern 
Connecticut State University have also accessed our files for information.  They are often surprised at the 
availability and extent of our archive collection. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Request from the Ethnic Heritage Center, home of the JHSGNH 
Material, papers, photographs and objects are needed for upcoming Ethic Heritage Exhibits:  
 
1)An Ethnic History of New Haven  
 Ethnic Center staff are particularly interested in obtaining the actual (or reproduced) objects brought to the 
US by immigrant forbears.  
 
2) Weddings  
 For this summer s exhibit on wedding customs and traditions, EHC staff would love to obtain wedding 
garments, photographs, and wedding memorabilia.  
 
You will receive a list of what you have loaned to the Ethnic Heritage Center, signed by the Executive Director, 
along with an agreed-upon date that the material will be returned to you.  Ethnic Center staff are willing to pick up 
material, if that is preferred.  Please contact Ann Newhall at (203) 392-6126 or email her at: ctethnichc@yahoo.com. 
 
More than 100 pack JCC to hear Allen Ruff talk about old New Haven and new book 
 
Bookies in a Jewish neighborhood years ago in New Haven? Sure, at least three of them.  
 
Jews in boxing? Do Jews do that. You bet. And many, many did bet. 
 
There were lots of surprises last Oct. 26, when New Haven native and author Allen Ruff packed the auditorium at 
the Jewish Community Center to read parts of his book, �“Save Me, Julie Kogon.�” The event was sponsored by the 
Jewish Historical Society of Greater New Haven. 
 
But the audience surprised Ruff nearly as much as he 
surprised them as they took the JHS invitation to tell of their 
experiences in the former Jewish area to heart and regaled 
Ruff and their fellow audience members with many tales of 
the varied fabric of the neighborhood where many of them 
grew up.  
 
The novel is a fictionalized account of Ruff�’s own family. 
It�’s set in 1989, when three generations of fathers and sons 
come together to bury the family�’s patriarch.   
 
Over a two-day period preceding the funeral, they recall the 
rough and tumble Legion Avenue of the 1940s and �‘50s, 
when locals helped defend Israel by smuggling guns out of 
New Haven wrapped in bags of clothing, and Jews fought 
and bet at the old New Haven Arena.  The book title comes 
from a true incident involving the New Haven boxer Julie 
Kogon.  
 
There were gasps of surprise both from the audience and 
from Ruff as the tales of the bygone era and the area that was 
bulldozed to make way for a highway project that never 
materialized during the All-America Cities mania led by 
Mayor Richard C. Lee. For example, audience members and 
Ruff found out that there were at least three bookie joints 
operated by supposedly upstanding community members.  
 
There were many hugs and tears as Ruff was reunited with 
the people he and his family grew up with.  
 
For those who missed this memorable event, it was 
videotaped by JHS Archivist Marvin Bargar. 
= 
  
 

 Bob Silverman, left, the secretary of the 
Jewish Historical Society, shares  some stories 
with Allen Ruff at the October event. Photo by 
Michael Marcus. 


